KURUKSHETRA

is this aspect of existence which appals his awakened
mind and brings about what the title of the first
chapter of the Gita calls significantly the Yoga of the
dejection of Arjuna, the dejection and discouragement
felt by the human being when he is forced to face the
spectacle of the universe as it really is with the veil
of the ethical illusion, the illusion of self-righteousness.
torn from his eyes, before a higher reconciliation with
himself is effected? It is that aspect which is figured
outwardly in the carnage and massacre of Kurukshetra,
and spiritually by the vision of the Lord of all things
as Time arising to devour and destroy the creatures
whom it has made. This is the vision of the Lord of
all existence as the universal Creator but also the
universal Destroyer, of whom the ancient Scripture
can say in a ruthless image, "The sages and the heroes.
are his food and death is the spice of his banquet." It
is one and the same truth seen first indirectly and
obscurely in the facts of life and then directly and
clearly in the soul's vision of that which manifests itself
in life. The outward aspect is that of world-existence
and human existence proceeding by struggle and
slaughter; the inward aspect is that of the universal
Being fulfilling himself in a vast creation and a vast
destruction. Life a battle and a field of death, this
is Kurukshetra; God the Terrible, this is the vision
that Arjuna sees on that field of massacre.

War, said Heraclitus, is the father of all things,
War is the king of all; and the saying, like most of the
apophthegms of the Greek thinker, suggests a profound
truth. From a clash of material or other forces every-
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